In the context of English as a global language, and Netspeak as a new electronic medium of communication, the present paper examines the linguistic properties and distinctive features of online communication in postponed time, bearing in mind that synchronicity is one of the dimensions upon which electronic communication can be categorised. This corpus-based study, for which data were collected from several Internet sites, places particular focus on the features of English used in asynchronous settings. The analysis, based on the model proposed by David Crystal (2001), portrays a number of highly distinctive features of Netspeak, proving an immense impact of thethis type of commucniation in terms of graphology (emoticons, punctuation) and the lexicon (blending, compounding), these being areas where it is relatively easy to introduce both innovation (nonce formation and other ludic Netspeak extensions) and deviation (abbreviations, acronyms).
Introduction
The paper examines the linguistic characterictics and distinctive features of online communication in postponed time, in the context of English as a global language, and Netspeak as a new electronic medium of communication. Considered to be a relatively largely unexplored area, the brand new medium of communication labelled Netspeak is closely related to the Internet, whose dominant effect in everyday lives, on the other hand, is fast growing. The paper further examines and describes some distinctive features of Netspeak, primarily on the lexical and orthographic levels, highlighting its innovative nature given that, according to Crystal (2001: 91) , the most general features of Netspeak distinctiveness are currently found chiefly in graphology and the lexicon, these being the levels of language where it is relatively easy to introduce both innovation and deviation.
The Internet 1 has undoubtedly appeared almost from nowhere to take a rather important role in our lives. Computers have undoubtedly changed the way people communicate with one
another. An increasing number of people throughout the world heavily rely on the World
Wide Web as the primary source of information on various enquiries. Electronic communication, also referred to as computer-mediated communication (CMC) has become a vastly popular means of communication. Online chatting has, in the recent years, become extremely popular.
Crystal (2001) argues that Netspeak is a radically new linguistic medium. The nature of the impact which the Internet is making on the English language has not been thoroughly investigated since the emergence of the Internet. It is only in the most recent years that this area has become popular.
A starting point in my deliberations is the approach taken by Crystal (2001) , who argues that 'Netspeak' is actually a radically new linguistic medium. According to Crystal (2001: 24) , the fact that the Internet is an electronic, global, and interactive medium is crucial for the kind of language used on the Internet. The term Netspeak serves as an alternative to terms such as coined to represent the notion of everything available on the Internet -cyberspace, the space that could be best described as all-in-one; the television, the telephone, the telegraph etc.
The present study looks at the ways in which the nature of the electronic medium and the global use of the Internet are having an impact on the English language. Crystal argues (2001: 5) that the electronic medium presents us with a channel which at the same time facilitates and constraints the human ability to communicate in ways rather different from any other situations. This paper will give a brief introduction to chatgroups and the language of chatgroups. More specifically, it will focus on some of its major innovative features found in online chatgroup communication in postponed time (asynchronous).
The Study, the Corpus and the Methodology
The study is based on Netspeak as a brand new electronic medium of communication. It examines the linguistic properties and distinctive features of online communication in postponed time (the language used in online forums or discussion boards) and highlights particular functionally distinct elements that constitute an online forum thread. Finally, the study describes the distinctive features primarily on the lexical and orthographic levels, highlighting its innovative nature.
The data for the study were collected from naturally occuring sources (the Internet). As this study is a part of the author's broader study on Netspeak, data collection for this study was done within a project including fellows from the English Department and a number of senior students majoring in English. The data were collected from the messageboard available on www.escnation.com. The data were relatively easy to collect as they were available in a large number of public venues, not requiring any special permission to be used (free access to various Internet sites). A number of samples were identified, downloaded into personal computer and an analysis of linguistic elements was made.
This is deemed particularly important as it allows the researcher to have access to the electronic discourse, and consequently copying the text by marking it with a mouse and then copying. The copied text was then pasted in a Microsoft Word document and saved into own computer (for frequency counts to be made).
The corpus included a total of 60 chat samples collected from the online communication in postponed time on the message board, comprising a total of 8,3250 words.
Chatgroups
Chatgroups are organised at particular Internet sites in the so-called 'rooms' in which computer users with an interest in a particular topic or topics can freely participate thus contributing to ongoing discussions on particular topics. These are continuous discussions, and Crystal divides them into two situations relating to chatgroups, depending on whether the interaction between computer users takes place in real time (synchronous) or in postponed time (asynchronous). Considering that synchronicity is one of the dimensions upon which electronic communication can be categorised (Baron, 2008: 11) , the present paper examines the linguistic properties and distinctive feattures of online communication in postponed time, as stated earlier.
Furthermore, Freiermuth (2001) adds that the physiological mechanisms of online chatting are identical to those required for keyboard skills; dexterity, speed and precision are assets.
Naturally, online chatting is different from writing, as it mandates a keyboard, a monitor, online access and client-server software. He further argues that, to have online chatting one must have all of these as prerequisite -they cannot be substituted for nor eliminated if interaction is to occur.
Asynchronous situations: online communication in postponed time
The interaction between users is stored in a particular format, and made available to other users on their request. Users can hence catch up with the discussion in the postponed time, adding their comments to any given topic, and are not limited by time. According to Crystal 
How things work in postponed online interaction
As it may be observed from this example, a number of chatters are on the same message board, engaging in the same conversation but not at exactly the same time.
 The operation mechanism of a group can be summarised as follows:
 Group members send (post) their contributions (posts, messages, articles, opinions, comments, etc.)  The system makes all the messages available to all group members  Messages can be saved, archived, as well as catalogued  Groups are managed either by an individual, referred to as the moderator (editor, listowner, host, postmaster, etc.) or a small team. 
Some distinctive lexical features of Netspeak in online communication in postponed time
As has been stated earlier, the term Netspeak is an alternative to many other terms that can be found in use, such as; Netlish, Weblish, Internet language, cyberspeak, electronic discourse, computer-mediated communication etc. Its name suggests speaking, but we must remember that it actually involves writing primarily.
Here is an illustration of how electronically produced language affects spoken language (Crystal, 2001 It is evident that it is not possible to say how many of these developments will become a permanent feature of the language. Language change can never be predicted, but only recognised once it has happened. Crystal (2001: 22) concludes that a certain notion of Netspeak has begun to evolve which is rapidly becoming a part of popular linguistic consciousness, and evoking strong language attitudes. Hence the importance of determining its main linguistic properties and aspects.
Netspeak can, therefore, be considered an eclectic resource, 2 but is arguably more than just an aggregate of spoken and written features. While Crystal (2001: 48) finds it "a new species of communication," Baron (in Crystal, 2001 : 48) calls it, metaphorically, "an emerging language centaur -part speech, part writing." Crystal goes on to further develop the metaphor to include "speech + writing + electronically mediated properties." In fact, Crystal calls Netspeak a genuine "third medium," comprising several properties of both speech and writing, combined with the properties electronic texts display.
According to Crystal (2001: 81) there is a large number of words and phrases that have emerged in the realm of Internetrestricted situations and activities in which all major lexical processes in English take place.
Distinctive Features of Netspeak: the Findings and the Results
The analysis of the corpus, based on Crystal's model ( netiquette, netizen, infonet, cybercide, datagram, Infobahn, Internaut, bugzilla Blends are typically found in Netspeak as two words of a phrase with parts of both, ordinarily the first part of the first and the last part of the other. In comparison to clippings and acronyms, blends can be said to start out as simple abbreviations, but given their appearance which is more word-alike, they become new words, like in the following example taken from -2015-04-25 6:56:11 pm 
Abbreviations and Acronyms
Netspeak is also quite famous for its variety of abbreviations. Acronyms are quite frequently used. The acronyms found in various Internet situations are no longer restricted to words or short phrases, argues Crystal (2001: 86) , and they can be sentence-length: GTG (got to go), WDYS (What did you say?). Individual words are reduced to several letters: PLS (please), THX (thanks). Hudson (2000: 242) defines acronyming as "a sort of clipping in which a phrase is replaced by a word based upon the first letters of its words." Bauer (1983: 237) essentially agrees with that definition by saying that:
An acronym is a word coined by taking the initial letters of the words in a title or phrase and using them as a new word, for example Strategic Arms Limitation Talks gives SALT.
However, it is not necessarily the case that every abbreviation counts as an acronym: to be an acronym the new word must not be pronounced as a series of letters, but as a new word. Bauer (1983: 237) 
Concluding Remarks
The data for this study were collected from naturally occurring sources available from the Internet site chosen as the corpus for this paper. All data examined in this work were obtained from the www.escnation.com message board, and were then further analysed, bearing mind at all times the model used by David Crystal (2001) , and starting with most of his suppositions and claims.
In addition to my overall conclusion that online communication in postponed time Spelling: Chatters tend to use less words, and modify spelling as to meet their needs, thus producing non-standard or perverse spellings. Chatters seem to be aware of the information value of consonants as opposed to vowels, judging by such vowel-less items as txt (text), and tmrw (tomorrow). Most chatters comply with the lower-case letters rule;
cases of messages in capitals were registered where chatters were either frustrated over something or wished to underline their points.
